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CHAPTER I 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM AND REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
In recent years educators have attempted to study 
pupils' interests in and reactions to various aspects of 
the school curriculum in order that children may be more 
effectivel:v ~ided in learning. 
Dewey has said concernin~ interest that it is 
It 
. . . the sole ~uarantee of attention; if we can secure 
interest in a p;iven set of facts or ideas, we may be per-
fectlv sure that the pupil will direct his enerp;ies toward 
mastering them." 1 Since oral and written communication 
is so essential to human beings, and in this case children, 
it seems necessarv to find out how it mav be made more 
palatable and therefore more effectivelv tau~h~. 
STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
This study is an attempt to find out what children 
like and dislike about a series of English lessons and 
activities. It is hoped that the studv will answer the 
followin~ questions: 
1. Which kind of English lesson do sixth grade chil-
dren prefer? 
l John E. Dewey, Interest and Effort in Education, 
~~u~~ton Mifflin Company, Riverside Press, Boston,-"1913, 
/ 
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1 2. Do sex differences have any bearing on the choice 
of lesson? 
3. Which Enp;lish activities rate highest with sixth 
grade children? 
4. Which English activities rate lowest? 
5. Do sex differences have any bearin~ on the choice 
of activity? 
6. How do preferences according to choice compare with 
preferences according to paired comparison? 
7. Where does English stand in the subject preferences 
of these pupils? 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
A survey of the literature concerned with 
children's interests reveals that there is very little 
that can be applied to the narrow limits of this study. 
2 
In the field of Social Studies Wallenthin found 
that fifth and sixth p;rade pupils preferred to work with 
two or three other pupils to write a report. This was 
chosen over all other activities. Their lowest choice 
was to write a summary. Individual choices varied widely 
~ Doris Vir~inia Wallenthin, ttPreferences of Fifth 
and Sixth Grade Pupils in Written Activities of the Social 
Studies." Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of Educa-
tion, Boston University, Boston, 1945. 
.[ 
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and no reasons for these choices could be determined from 
analysis of data. 
Duval's3 study revealed that the activities most 
enjoyed bv his student population were taking a museum 
trip, working on a group picture, working in committees, 
learning new words. They showed the least preference for 
having a test on a unit, or on the day's discussion, for 
working alone on an assignment, and for giving reports to 
the class. Nearly fifty per cent of all the activities, 
however, were chosen as "Liked" by both boys and girls. 
Among the studies recording children's preferences 
for different types of assignments, the one by Jameson4 
may be cited. She discovered that, 
"The choices of sixth graders were significant. 
They definitely prefer multiple text, partner partici-
pation and self-directed assignments. There is a 
significant difference between partner participation 
and group participation for the table reveals that 
children prefer partner work. Group or partner work 
is preferable to the individual assignment ... 
Stewart•s5 study in the same area considered the 
following activities: reading, drawing, writing, 
3 David Duval, "Preferences of Fifth Grade Children 
for Certain Social Studies Activities.n Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston University, 
Boston, 1952. 
4 Vivan Jameson and others, "Children's Preferences 
in Types of Assignments." Unpublished Master's Thesis, 
School of Education, Boston University, Boston, 1951. 
5 Dorothv Hamer Stewart, "Children's Preferences 
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in Types of Assignments, n El~mentary School Journal, 47:97, 
October, 1946. ~~-~"-~~-- -------·-=· ~~================!==== 
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constructin~, talkin~. Reading found its peak in Grade 
activity in all the grades, Her general conclusions showed il 
that group participation was preferred by older children !I 
and by children of upper intelligence levels. Children 
preferred drawing, constructin~, use of multiple texts, 
~roup participation, and self-direction. Activities 
involving readin~, writing, and talking were least 
desired. 
6 Lvons conducted a study "to find out the relative 
degree of interest to which sixth grade children react 
to various readinp; assip;nments." Her method of discovery 
involved rati~ each assi~nment with every other assip;n-
ment. She learned that children liked to read in order 
to go on an excursion. Next to that, pupils preferred 
not to have any activity connected with their readin~. 
The rest of the activities came in the followin~ order: 
constructinp;, entertaininp;, talking, and writing. Of the 
last two she says, 
11 The difference between 3.43, the boys' mean 
6 Catherine L. Lyons, "An Evaluation of the 
Relative Appeal of Readin~ Assignments." Unpublished 
Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston Universitv, 
Boston, 1943. 
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for readi~ assignments involvin~ writing, and 4.56, 
the girls' mean, resulted in a critical ratio.of' 3.64. 
This statistically significant difference in favor of' 
the girls shows their preference over the bovs for 
assignments involvin~ writing.n7 
8 In the field of English, McDonald tried to find 
out how pupils of the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades 
felt about assignments in written composition. The stu-
dents indicated their preferences for the letter, outline, 
paragraph, plav, report, and article. She found out that 
i 
there was no preference between the letter and the outline. I 
II The outline was preferred over the paragraph. The para-
graph and the play rated about the same. There was no 
statistical difference between the most preferred item, 
the letter, and the least preferred item, the article. 
In a subject preference study by Nelson,9 386 
students checked a questionnaire. Only 64 checked 
Language as "liked very much." "Boys and girls liked 
least, social studies and Lan~uage, the two important 
subject matter areas which are considerably responsible 
for pupil development." 
7 Lyons, Op. cit., p. 45. 
8 Catherine Bridget Jane McDonald, "Student 
Preferences in Written Composition Assignments in the 
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Grades." Unpublished Master's 
Thesis, School of Education, Boston University, Boston, 
1945. 
9 Milton H. Nelson, "Pupils' Preferences of Courses 
in the Sixth Grade." Unpublished Master's Thesis, School 
of Education, Boston University, Boston, 1948. 
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The above mentioned research has shown results of 
the investigation of pupils' subject preferences, 
preferences for certain social studies activities, and for 
various E~lish and reading assignments. 
The present study is an attempt to find out pupils' 
reactions to particular English lessons and activities as 
presented in a current text. 
The next chapter will explain the plan evolved to 
obtain the necessary data. 
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CHAPTER II 
PLAN OF INVESTIGATION 
The chief purpose of this study has been to 
answer the following questions: 
l. Which kind of English lesson do sixth ~rade 
children prefer? 
2. Which English activities rate hi~hest? 
3. Which English activites are most distasteful? 
4. How do preferences according to choice compare 
with preferences accordin~ to paired comparison? 
5. Where does En~lish stand in the subject prefer-
ences of these pupils? 
In order to answer these questions, it was decided 
that thirty lessons from the text, English Is Our 
Lan~uage~0 be tau~ht. A description of the content of 
these lessons will be found in the Appendix. 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE INSTRUMENT 
After considerable investi~ation a preference 
10 Edna L. Sterlin~ and Mabel F. Rice, En~lish 
~ ~ Language. D. C. Heath Companv, Boston, 1950. 
pp. 1-56. 
7 
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instrument 1nvolvin~ a combination of techniques was 
worked out. This development together with some examples 
of the sections of the instrument will be discussed here. 
The complete preference inventorv will be found in the 
Appendix. 
Section I used an indication of degree of preference 
technique so that pupils might express a reaction to each 
I' 11 lesson. Mitchell had used this technique successfullv 
1: in part of her study. The pages used in each lesson were 
marked off in each child's book. After each ten lessons, 
the children looked back to each lesson and marked their 
I: 
li 
I 
preferences on the inventorY paper bv circlin~ the svm-
bol which best expressed their feelings. For example: 
Lesson I 
Lesson II 
p~es 3,4 LV L N D DV 
pa~es ~,6,7 LV L N D DV 
To find out how children rated the activities of 
these lessons, tw~ methods were used. The first of these, 
order of choice, was used in Section II. Ten sentences 
representin~ activities of the first (second or third) 
j, group of ten lessons were listed. Pupils were asked to ji 
I: 
1 11 Sarah Ellen Mitchell, "Construction and Evalu-
1: at ion of a Measure of Reading Preference." Unpublished 
1: Master's Th
44
esis, School of Education, Boston University, 
li Boston, 19 • 
II 
fl··. 
i 
make first, second, and third choices. Some examples of 
activity sentences follow: 
1. Talking about plans for the exhibit usin~ the 
standards for class discussion. 
2. Havin~ committee meetin~s to work on the exhibit. 
3. Writin~ announcements for your exhibit. 
4. Writin~ a paragraph about your vacation. 
The second method, used in Section III, was the 
paired comparison of which Lee and Lee12 bad said, 
" The most valid and valuable technique of direct . . . 
investigation is the paired comparison." Frutchey13 used 
bothpaired comparison and direct observation to find out 
about children's interests in movies and various other 
leisure time activities. In the paired comparison 
method he set up a list of activities. He then presented 
it in such a way that every activitv was compared with 
every other activity. 
He found in his case studies of parent observation 
and child results from paired comparison that the child 
mi~ht indicate preference for a particular activitv, but 
12 J. Murrav Lee and Doris May Lee, The Child and 
His Curriculum, Appleton Centurv, New York, 1940. p. 124. 
13 F. P. Frutchey, "Collectin~ Evidences of 
-Children's Preferences," Educational Research Bulletin, 
XIV-7: October 16, 1935. pp. 173-178. 
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when it was paired with other activities it did not always 
have a hi~h ratin~. 
To help avoid the same difficulty, the present 
study used the paired comparison technique. Each set of 
ten activity sentences from Section II would make 
forty-five pairs of choices. It was feared that the 
children would lose interest and mark carelessly in such 
a lon~ and cumbersome section; therefore a shorter form 
was devised. The results of Part II of each preference 
inventory were quickly tabulated to find out which six 
activities were rated hi~hest. These six were then paired 
off in the followin~ manner: 
Sentence 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
5 
Compared with Sentence 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
3 
4 
5 
6 
4 
5 
6 
5 
6 
6 
The fifteen pairs of activity sentences were then 
rearranged to avoid havin~ the same sentence appear two 
or momconsecutive times. The following pattern was 
:I 
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developed and used for Section III of each inventory: 
such 
1. a 1. 9. a 3. 
b 2. b 4. 
2. a 4. 10. a 2. 
b 5. b 6. 
3. a 3. 11. a 1. 
b 6. b 4. 
4. a 2. 12. a 3. 
b 5. b 5. 
5. a 3. 13. a 6. 
b 1. b 4. 
6. a 5. 14. a 2. 
b 6. b 3. 
7. a 4. 15. a 5. 
b 2. b 1. 
8. a 6 
b 1. 
The pupils circled one from each pair of activities 
as these: 
1. a. Havin~ committee meetings to work on a vacation 
exhibit. 
b. Writin~ sentences or a para~raph about your 
vacation. 
2. a. Talkin~ about books you have enjoyed. 
b. Pickin~ out declarative, interro~ative, 
exclamatory, and imperative sentences. 
Section III of each inventory was administered 
the day after the students had indicated their preferences 
in Sections I and II. 
l 
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ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 
The preference inventory designed for this study 
was administered to two sixth grade classes of thirty-two 
students each according to the following directions: 
1. The first thirty lessons in the text will be 
taught according to the manual. 
2. Pupil preferences will be recorded after each ten 
of the thirty lessons. Each set of preference 
sheets is in three sections. 
Section I asks the pupil to look in the book, 
remember his attitude toward each of ten 
lessons, and check the appropriate column. 
Section II lists the activities of the same 
ten lessons and asks him to designate his 
first, second,and third choices, and his 
least liked activity. 
Section III consists of fifteen pairs of 
-choices made from the six most popular items 
in Part II. Every item is compared every 
other item. The pupil chooses one in each 
pair. 
3. Read with the pupils the directions for Sections I, 
II, and III. Let each pupil proceed at his own 
rate of speed. Answer any questions, and make any 
necessarv explanations. 
4. Mention that responses will not affect pupil's 
marks in anv way. 
5. Emphasize that honest responses about how they 
really feel will be most important. 
6. At some time during the six weeks period, ~ive the 
Subject Preference Sheet. 
it 
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DESCRIPTION OF POPULATION 
In this study sixty-four pupils from two class-
rooms in the same buildin~ recorded their preferences. 
Although they live in a college community, these are the 
children of mill workers as well as of professional 
people. The avera~e age of the children is 11.5 years. 
Table I pictures the mental ability of the group. 
TABLE I 
RANGE OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF SIXTY-FOUR BOYS AND GIRL~~: 
IN GRADE SIX BASED ON KUHLMAN-ANDERSON GROUP TEST 1 
Intelligence 60-69 70-79 So-S9 90-99 100-109 110-119 120-12~~ 
Quotient i1 
Boys 0 2 4 8 16 4 4 
!\ 
Girls 1 3 0 2 6 9 4 :I 
!I 
____ To_t_a __ 1 ________ 1_____ s ______ 4 ______ 1_o _____ 2_2 ________ 1_3 _________ s ____ ~!l 
54.6% of the pupils have an I.Q.. between 100-119. 
To determine where pupils placed English in their 
preferences for school subjects a subject preference 
sheet was administered. It may be found in the Appendix. 
The results of this subject preference sheet are shown 
in Tables II and III. 
,---·----- - --
I 
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TABLE II 
ORDER OF PREFERENCE OF 64 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS FOR SUBJECTS 
IN THE SCHOOL CU&qiCULUM 
Subject Per Cent Of Times Appearing Among The First 
Three Choices Of 64 Sixth Grade Pu£ils 
o--ro--2o 30 4o so 6o 10 8o 90 100 
• • • • • • • • • • • 
Arithmetic 
Science 
Spelling 
Geography 
History 
Art 
Reading 
Music 
-
Penmanship 
-
English I 
The children used in this study seem to follow the 
pattern of those used in other studies in placing English 
-:: 
I II 
I· 
" 1 c: II, _,} /5 ---~=========================#===== 
I 
I 
at the bottom of the list. Both Duva114 and Foley15 in 
their studies of pupil preferences in the social studies 
found that in the order of subject preference English 
appeared as the least liked subject. 
14 Duval, Loc. cit. 
15 Harriet M. Foley, "Preferences of Sixth Grade 
Children for Certain Social Studies Activities", 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of Education, Boston 
University, Boston, 1951. 
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TABLE III 
PER CENT OF TIMES EACH SUBJECT WAS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY i 
Subject 
Science 
Spelling 
Geography 
History 
Reading 
Arithmetic 
Art 
Music 
Penmanship 
English 
64 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS 
Q 1p 2.o 3.o 4;o sp 6.o 1.0· ap 9.o lQO% 
L 
D • 
L 
D • 
L 
D • 
L D-
L 
D-
L 
D • 
L 
D • 
L 
D 
L 
D 
L 
D • 
,i 
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The above table shows that English, once again, 
is tenth in the list of ten. Although it was rated as 
disliked by only 6.3%, twenty-five per cent of the pupils 
liked English· and 68.8% were indifferent. Science and 
Spelling were liked by 67.2% of the group. Music had 
the highest per cent of dislike, 18.8%. 
The preceding tables indicate that the students 
used in this study are of average intelligence. Like 
students used in other studies cited they rank English 
as their least liked subject. 
ii 
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Data taken from the preference instrument described ii 
in this chapter will be analyzed in Chapter III to de-
termine, if possible, what is interesting to children in 
the field of English. 
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CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 
The data taken from the preference inventory used 
in this study was analyzed to determine: 
1. which kind of English lesson sixth grade children 
preferred 
2. whether sex differences had any bearing on the 
choice of lesson 
3. which English activities rated highest with the 
sixth grade children studied 
4. which English activities rated lowest 
5. whether sex differences had any bearing on the 
choice of activity 
6. whether there was any difference between prefer-
ences according to choice and preferences according to 
paired comparison. 
Tables IV, V, and VI, which follow, analyze the 
material taken from Section I of each inventory. Choices 
circled as "Liked Very Much" and "Liked" were combined by 
-
giving each "Liked Very Much" choice one point and each 
"Liked" choice one-half point. The "Disliked Very Muchn 
choices likewise received one point while "Disliked" 
choices received one-half point. 
Table IV shows the lesson preferences of the entire 
1R 
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'I! TABLE IV :t 
' :1 
PREFERENCES OF 64 SIXTH GRADE CHILDREN FOR THE THIRTY j 
LESSONS USED IN THIS STUDY 
1 
r Lesson No. 
L* N D 
i 1 41.5 7 2 
I' 
2 46.5 15 2 
3 32 10 6 
j, 4 22 15 15 
5 34 17 4.5 
1: 6 32 17 4 
I· 
7 17.5 23 7 
8 34 13 5 
l 9 38.5 10 5.5 I 10 26 17 3.5 I 
I: 11 30 12 5 
11 12 33 9 3.5 
I! 
13 36.5 11 4 
14 29.5 18 5 
15 27 12 9.5 
1: 16 42.5 7 3 
I 17 37 12 3 18 44 8 3 
19 33.5 13 5.5 
20 46 6 4 
21 21.5 12 9.5 
22 42 8 2.5 
23 32 16 5.5 
24 39.5 7 3.5 
25 36.5 9 5.5 
26 41 12 2 
27 33.5 12 5.5 
28 34.5 13 6.5 
29 41.5 8 3 
20 1,0~~.0 14 5 Totals 262 160.5 
*L- Liked 
N - Neither liked nor disliked , 
D - Disliked " :I 
'I I, 
sixty-rour children. Tables V and VI break this down into :I 
the choices of boys and girls. 
I 
I 
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Table IV shows that the ten lessons receiving the 
greatest number of points were: 
1. Lesson 2 - Recognizing complete sentences and 
sentence fragments. 
2. Lesson 20 - Choosing the correct form of the verb 
for a group of sentences. 
3. Lesson 18 Spelling and using homonyms in 
sentences. 
4. Lesson 16 - Listening to and discussing a short 
lyric poem. 
5. Lesson 22 - Discussing plans for a study of the 
community. 
6. Lesson 29 - Picking out subjects and predicates 
after completing sentence fragments. 
7. Lesson 1 - Discussing vacations and reporting 
vacation experiences in sentences. 
8. Lesson 26 - Having a contest writing nouns. 
9. Lesson 24 - Forming committees and choosing work 
for a community study. 
10. Lesson 9 - Finding interrogative sentences. 
Table IV also shows that the ten lessons disliked 
most were: 
1. Lesson 4 - Starting a language notebook. 
2. Lesson 15 - Learning about and writing a bibli-
ography. 
3. Lesson 21 - A self test on work covered in 
Chapter I. 
4. Lesson 7 - Deciding upon standards for class 
discussion. 
5. Lesson 28 - Finding subjects and predicates. 
!I 
il 
!I 
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" 
6. Lesson 3 - Planning a vacation exhibit. 
7. Lesson 23 - Studying synonyms and antonyms. 
8. Lesson 19 Learning principal parts of verbs. 
9. Lesson 27 - Learning about proper nouns. 
10. Lesson 25 - Learning about common nouns. 
TABLE V 
PREFERENCES OF 26 SIXTH GRADE GIRLS FOR THE THIRTY LESSONS 
USED IN THIS STUDY 
Lesson No. L 
1 20 
2 21 
3 14.5 
4 13.5 
5 15.5 
6 17.5 
7 12 
8 17 
9 19.5 
10 15 
11 13 
12 14.5 
13 16 
14 14.5 
15 13 
16 17.5 
17 14.5 
18 19 
19 13 
20 18.5 
21 10.5 
22 19 
23 14 
24 17 
25 15 
26 19.5 
27 13.5 
28 16 
29 17.5 
30 14.5 
Totals 475.5 
N 
1 
2 
4 
4 
4 
3 
7 
3 
2 
7 
3 
2 
2 
6 
4 
3 
4 
2 
4 
2 
3 
1 
6 
1 
4 
1 
6 
4 
3 
4 
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I 
'I 
g,5 
1
il 
o :,I 1.5 
3 
1.5 
1 
0 
1.5 
1.5 
0.5 
2.5 
3.0 
3.5 ! 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1.5 
3 
2.5 
4 
2 
2 
1.5 q 
2 II 
1 II 
1.5 ! 
~ !I 2,5 'I 56.5 (; 
Table V shows that the ten lessons preferred by !I 
the girls were: 
1. Lesson 2 
2. Lesson 1 
- Recognizing complete sentences and 
sentence fragments. 
- Discussing vacations and sharing vaca-
tion experiences. 
\: 
by 
3. Lesson 26 - Having a group contest to see which 
group could write the greatest number 
and variety of nouns in a given time. 
4. Lesson 9 Recognizing interrogative sentences. 
i\ 
5. Lesson 18 - Spelling and using homonyms in sentence&i 
l 
6. Lesson 22 - Making plans for a community study. 
7. Lesson 20 
8. Lesson 6 
9. Lesson 16 
Self-testing on work covered in 
Chapter I. 
Writing announcements for committee 
meetings. 
Enjoying a poem. 
10. Lesson 29 - Picking out subjects and predicates 
after completing sentence fragments. 
Table V shows that the ten lessons disliked most 
girls were: 
1. Le::c:son 21 A self test over material covered in 
Chapter I. 
2. Lesson 4 Starting a language notebook. 
3. Lesson 28 - Finding subjects and predicates. 
4. Lesson 12 - Recognizing and classifying the four 
kinds of sentences. 
5. Lesson 19 - Learning principal parts of verbs. 
6. Lesson 15 Learning about and writing a bibli-
ography. 
7. Lesson 11- Using imperative sentences. 
8. Lesson 30 - Making up subject or predicate when 
the other is given. 
9. Lesson 23 - Studying synonyms and antonyms. 
10. Lesson 14 - Building standards for and giving book 
talks. 
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TABLE VI 
PREFERENCES OF 38 SIXTH GRADE BOYS FOR THE THIRTY LESSONS 
USED IN THIS STUDY 
Lesson No. L N D 
1 21.5 6 1.5 
2 34.5 13 2 
3 17.5 6 4.5 
4 8.5 11 12 
5 18.5 13 3 
6 14.5 14 3 
7 5.5 16 7 
8 17 10 3.5 
9 19 8 4 
10 19 10 3 
11 17 9 2.5 
12 13.5 7 2.5 
13 20.5 9 0.5 
14 15 12 3 
15 14 8 6.5 
16 25 4 3 
17 22.5 8 1 
18 25 6 1.5 
19 22.5 9 2.5 
20 27.5 4 1.5 
21 11 9 5.5 
22 22 7 0.5 
23 18 10 3.5 
24 22.5 6 2 
25 21.5 5 3.5 
26 21.5 11 1 
27 20 6 4 
28 18.5 9 3.5 
29 24 5 1 
20 18 10 2.~ Totals 575.0 201 95.0 
Table VI shows that the ten lessons preferred by 
the thirty-eight boys were: 
1. Lesson 2 - Recognizing complete sentences and 
sentence fragments. 
2. Lesson 20 - Choosing the correct form of the verb. 
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3. Lesson 18 - Spelling and using homonyms in 
sentences. 
4. Lesson 16 - Enjoying a poem. 
5. Lesson 29 - Picking out subjects and predicates 
after completing sentence fragments. 
6. Lesson 17- Making and using compound picture 
words. 
7. Lesson 24- Forming committees and choosing work 
for a community study. 
8. Lesson 19 - Learning principal parts of verbs. 
9. Lesson 26. - Having a noun contest. 
10. Lesson 1 - Discussing vacations and reporting 
vacation experiences. 
Those lessons rating the highest degree of dislike 
were: 
1. Lesson 4 Starting a notebook to keep records 
of activities, stories, poems, etc. 
2. Lesson 7 - Deciding upon standards for class 
discussions. 
3. Lesson 15 Learning about and writing a bibli-
ography. 
4. Lesson 21 - Self-testing on work covered 1n 
Chapter I. 
5. Lesson 3 - Planning a vacation exhibit. 
6. Lesson 27 - Learning about proper nouns •. 
7. Lesson 9 -Finding interrogative sentences. 
8. Lesson 8 - Finding declarative sentences. 
9. Lesson 23 Studying synonyms and antonyms. 
10. Lesson 28 - Finding subjects and predicates. 
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Comparison of Tables V and VI reveals that boys' 
and girls' likes were the same, though not in the same 
order, for seven out of the ten leoaona. Both boys and 
girls indicated that Lesson 2 - Picking complete sentences 
and completing fragments of sentences - was liked beat. 
Lessons chosen among the first ten by boys, but 
not mentioned by girls, were: 
Lesson 17 - Making and using compound picture words. 
Leason 19 - Learning principal parts of verba. 
Leason 24 - Forming committees and choosing work 
for a community study. 
Girls alone chose the following lessons among the 
first ten: 
Leason 6 - Writing announcements for committee 
meetings. 
Leason 9 - Recognizing interrogative sentences. 
Leason 22 - Making plans for a community study. 
Girls placed Lesson 9 - Finding interrogative 
sentences- in fourth place under "Liked". Boys placed 
the same lesson in seventh place under "Disliked". 
Leason 19 - Learning principal parts of verba -
was placed eighth under "Liked" by the boys and fifth 
under "Disliked" by the girls. 
Of the ten lessons disliked most, only four were 
common to both boys and girls. They were: 
Lesson 4 - Starting a notebook to keep a record of 
activities. 
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Lesson 21 
Lesson 23 
Self-testing on work covered. 
Studying synonyms and antonyms. 
Lesson 28 - Finding subjects and predicates. 
TABLE VII 
PER CENT IN PREFERENCE CATAGORIES OF THE 64 SIXTH GRADE 
PUPILS FOR THE THIRTY LESSONS USED IN THIS STUDY 
L N D 
Boys •. 61.76 28.03 10.20 
Girls 75.00 16.16 8.90 
Total 66.30 23.41 10.35 
Although Table II, Pupils' Subject Preference, 
showed that English rates lowest, Table VIII indicates 
that within the subject itself 66.30% of the lessons were 
designated as liked. Girls liked more lessons than boys. 
Boys showed a greate~ degree of indifference and of dis-
like for the lessons. 
The following tables analyzing the activities of 
' 27 i ·; 
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!I these lessons will indicate more exactly just which 
English activities rate highest with the sixty-four 
used in this study. 
students!! 
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TABLE VIII 
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THE SIX ACTIVITIES MOST OFTEN CHOSEN 
BY THE 64 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS 
38 Boys 26 Girls 64 Pupils 
Rank Number Score Rank Number Score Rank Number Score 
of of of 
' 
of of of 
Item Times Item Times Item Times 
Chosen Chosen Ghosen 
1 6 251 1 6 240 1 6 491 
2 5 225 2 5 243 2 5 468 
3 12 200 3 12 228 3 12 428 
4 14 205 4 14 216 4 14 421 
5 9 175 5 9 234 5 9 409 
6 7 113 6 7 150 6 7 263 
From the above table it appears that the activities 
most enjoyed by the pupils were: 
Item 6 Working in committees. 
Item 5 - Discussing and planning. 
Item 12 - Writing paragraphs. 
Item 14 Writing sentences. 
Item 9 - Completing sentences. 
Item 7 - Sharing experiences. 
'~-=-'--'"'--'-=-'-'-'---'-""--'-'-------· -~-
TABLE IX 
THE SIX ACTIVITIES MOST DISLIKED BY THE 
64 SIXTH GRADE PUPILS 
38 Boys 26 Girls 64 Pupils 
Rank Number Score Rank Number Score Rank Number Score 
of of of of of of Item Times Item Times Item Times Chosen Chosen Chosen 
1 3 0 1 3 0 1 3 0 
2 2 0 2 2 0 2 2 0 
3 8 12 3 8 18 3 8 30 
4 15 75 4 15 55 4 15 130 
5 10 78 5 10 81 5 10 159 
6 16 99 6 16 92 6 16 191 
The pupils showed the greatest dislike for the 
following activities: 
Item 3 - Building standards. 
Item 2 - Making reports. 
Item 8 - Enjoying poetry. 
Item 15 - Making a notebook. 
Item 10 - Identifying subjects and predicates. 
Item 16 - Formal written grammar. 
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From a study of Tables VIII and IX it appears that 
boys and girls enjoy the same activities. The two 
activities with the highest score use informal talking 
and group work. Original writing of paragraphs enjoys 
third place and writing sentences occupies fourth place. 
Building standards for formal talks and reports 
and making the reports are the most disliked of all 
activities. 
In Table VI enjoying a poem was in fourth place. 
Apparently the particular poem of that lesson was 
pleasurable whereas enjoying poetry as an activity with 
no particular poem in mind appears from TableiX to be 
distasteful. Formal written grammar also rates low. 
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TABLE X 
ORDER OF PREFERENCE FOR ENGLISH ACTIVITIES 
Rank Number Activity 
of Item 
1 6 Working in committees 
2 5 Discussing and planning 
3 12 Writing paragraphs 
4 14 Writing sentences 
5 9 Completing sentences 
6 7 Sharing experiences 
7 4 Reciting (formal grammar) 
8 13 
9 11 
1 
16 
Writing or preparing to write 
poems 
Identifying the four kinds of 
sentences 
Giving talks 
Writing (formal grammar) 
Per Cent 
of Score 
13.59 
12.94 
11.84 
11.65 
11.31 
7.28 
6.06 
5.81 
5.78 
5.70 
5.28 
10 
11 
12 10 Identifying subjects and predicates4.40 
13 
14 
15 
16 
15 
8 
2 
3 
Making a notebook 
Enjoying a poem 
Making reports 
3.51 
0.83 
0 
Building class standards for talks 0 
all iJ 
I 
Table X gives the rank order of preference for 
the activities of the thirty English lessons. The per cent~ 
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of scores of the first five items shows very little 
difference between any one and the next. A significant 
difference was found, however, between completing sentences 
which ranked fifth and sharing experiences which ranked 
sixth. 
As a test of significance the following formula 
for critical ratio was applied: 
C. R. - pl SE of 
A critical ratio of 5.734 which is significant was obtaine~ 
A comparison of Table IV and Table X brings out 
an answer to the question: How do preferences according 
to choice of lesson compare with preferences according to 
paired comparison of activities? 
16 Frutchey had suggested that children might ex-
press preference for one thing when it is presented alone. 
When it is compared with other activities, that same thing 
may not show a high degree of preference. 
According to Table IV the five lessons receiving 
the highest scores were: 
1. Lesson 2 - Recognizing complete sentences. 
2. Lesson 20 - Choosing the correct form of the verb. 
16 Frutchey, Loc. cit. 
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3. Lesson 18 Spelling and using homonyms. 
4. Lesson 16 - Listening to and discussing a poem. 
5. Lesson 22 - Discussing plans for a community study. 
Table X shows that the five high ranking activities 
were: 
1. Working in committees. 
2. Discussing and planning. 
3. Writing paragraphs. 
4. Writing sentences. 
5. Completing sentences. 
Two items only, discussing and planning and com-
pleting sentences, are common to both Sections I and III. 
CHAPTER IV 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. Purpose of the Study 
The aims of this study were: 
1. To determine which kind of English lesson sixth 
grade children prefer •' 
2. To find out if sex differences had any bearing on 
the choice of lesson. 
3. To discover which English activities rated highest. 
4. To find out which English activities were disliked 
most. 
5. To discover how preferences according to choice 
compared with those established by paired comparison. 
6. To see where English ranked in the subject 
preferences of the group. 
2. Summary of Procedure 
A preference sheet covering ten subject areas 
was presented to the sixty-four pupils used in the study. 
A preference inventory was devised that would indicate 
pupil preferences for thirty English lessons and activities 
as presented in a given text. 
After each ten lessons a part of the inventory 
was administered. Each part was in three sections. The 
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first section recorded pupils' reactions to the actual 
lessons. The second section asked for the order of choice 
of the ten activities of the lessons. The third section 
used paired comparison of activities. 
The sixty-four students made a total of 5,760 
responses which were recorded and tabulated. Computations 
involving percentages and critical ratio were recorded. 
Tables analyzing the findings of the study were made. 
3. Conclusions 
From an analysis of the data several conclusions 
may be drawn. 
In Section I of the preference inventory, Lesson 2, 
picking out complete sentences, was chosen first. Boys 
and girls showed similar likes. The same seven lessons 
appeared among the first ten choices. Among the ten 
disliked most, only four were common to both sexes. The 
best liked lessons were: 
Lesson 2 - Recognizing Complete sentences. 
Lesson 20 - Choosing correct form of the verb. 
Lesson 18 Spelling and using homonyms. 
The least preferred lessons were: 
Lesson 4 - Starting a language notebook. 
Lesson 15 Learning about and writing a bibliography. 
Lesson 21 A self test on work covered. 
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In the rank order and paired comparison sections 
pupils rated the English activities which had been covered 
by the thirty lessons. The results showed that: 
1. Boys and girls enjoyed the same activities. 
:: 2. Informal discussion, planning, and group work 
,: 
1: !i rated highest. 
j! 3. Original writing of paragraphs and sentences were 
II ! in third and fourth places. 
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4. Building standards for class discussions and reports 
was the least liked activity. 
5. Also on the bottom of the list were making reports, 
enjoying poetry, making a notebook, and formal written 
grammar. 
Choices of lessons showed little comparison with 
choices by paired comparison. The only two high ranking 
items common to both were: 
1. Discussing and planning. 
2. Completing sentences. 
The sixty-four pupils used in this study were of 
average intelligence. More than half of them had an I. 
between 100 and 119. Eight had an I. Q. between 120 and 
129. These figures came from the Kuhlman-Anderson group 
test. 
Q,. 
The subject preference sheet which was administered 
ll 
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showed that the best liked subjects were arithmetic and 
science. The least liked were penmanship and English. 
4. Suggestions for Further Study 
This study has had a very limited scope since it 
used only thirty English lessons and sixty-four pupils. 
To shed further light on the reasons for disliking a 
subject as important as English many studies are needed. 
1. Find out why children of average and high 
intelligence and achievement show a low preference for 
English. 
2. Carry on a similar study using both younger and 
older children to see if age would change the results. 
3. Study a larger population using a different text 
or multiple texts. 
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APPENDIX 
Following is a brief description of the thirty 
lessons upon which this study has been based. These 
lessons are taken from English Is Our Language by 
Edna L. Sterling and Mabel F. Rice, published by 
D. c. Heath Company, Boston. 
Lesson 1 
Lesson 2 
Lesson 3 
Lesson 4 
Lesson 5 
Lesson 6 
Lesson 7 
Lesson 8 
Lesson 9 
Lesson 10 
Lesson 11 
Lesson 12 
pages 3,4 
pages 5-7 
pages 7,8 
pages 9-11 
page 12 
page 13 
page 14-16 
page 17 
page 18 
page 20 
page 21 
page 22,23 
~Discussion of vacations and 
reporting of vacation experi- 1 
ences in sentences. 
Picking out complete sentence~~ 
Completing fragments of sen- II 
tences. 
11 !I 
Planning a vacation exhibit. 1 
Starting a notebook to keep 
a record of activities, storie 
peems, standards, etc. 
Picking committees and plan-
ning work in committees. 
Writing announcements for 
committee meetings. 
Deciding upon standards for 
class discussions. 
Finding declarative sentences. 
Finding interrogative sentence 
Listening for exclamatory 
sentences. 
Using imperative sentences. 
Recognizing and classifying 
the four kinds of sentences. 
I 
Lesson 13 page 24,25 Writing labels and short para- :I graphs for the exhibit. II I. 
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Lesson 14 
Lesson 15 
Lesson 16 
Lesson 17 
Lesson 18 
Lesson 19 
Lesson 20 
Lesson 21 
Lesson 22 
Lesson 23 
Lesson 24 
Lesson 25 
Lesson 26 
Lesson 27 
Lesson 28 
Lesson 29 
Lesson 30 
pages 26-28 
pages 29-31 
page 32 
page 33 
pages 33-; 34 
pages 34,35 
pages 36,37 
pages 39,40 
pages 41-44 
pages 45,46 
pages 47,48 
pages 48,49 
pages 50,51 
page 52 
page 53 
page 54 
page 55 
Building standards for and 
giving book talks. 
Learning about and writing a 
bibliography. 
Enjoying a poem. 
Making and using compound 
picture words. 
Spelling and using homonyms in 
sentences. 
Learning principal parts of 
verbs. 
Choosing the correct form of 
the verb-oral and written. 
Testing yourself. 
Making plans for a community 
Learning about common nouns. 
Having a noun contest. 
Learning about proper nouns. .
1 Finding subjects and predicates.,
1 
Picking out subjects and 
predicates after completing 
sentence fragments. 
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CLASSIFICATION OF MATERIAL OF THE THIRTY LESSONS AS 
ENGLISH ACTIVITIES 
Activity 
1. Giving talks 
2. Making reports 
3. Building standards 
Frequency 
2 
1 
2 
4. Reciting - formal grammar 1 
5. Discussing and planning 2 
6. Working in committees 2 
7. Sharing experiences 1 
8. Enjoying poetry 1 
9. Completing sentences 1 
10. Identifying or supplying subjects 4 
or predicates 
11. Identifying and using four kinds 5 
of sentences 
12. Writing paragraphs 2 
13. Writing or preparing to write poems 2 
14. Writing sentences 4 
15. Making a notebook 1 
16. Formal written work 1 
EXPLANATION AND DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTERING 
PREFERENCE SHEETS 
1. The first thirty lessons in the text will be 
taught according to the manual. 
2. The pupil preferences will be recorded after each 
ten of the thirty lessons. Each set of preference 
sheets is in three sections. 
Section I asks the pupil tolook in the book, 
remember his attitude toward each of ten 
lessons, and check the appropriate column. 
Section II lists the activities of the same 
ten lessons and asks him to designate his 
first, second, and third choices, and his 
least liked activity. 
Section III consists of fifteen pairs of 
choices made from the six most popular items 
in Section II. Every item is compared with 
every other item. The pupil chooses one in 
each pair. 
3. Read with the pupils the directions for Sections I, 
II, and III. Let each pupil proceed at hie own 
rate of speed. Answer any questions, and make 
any necessary explanations. 
l 4. Mention that responses will not affect pupil's 
in any way. 
5. Emphasize that honest responses about how they 
feel will be most important. :::::~ 
6. At some time during the six weeks period, give the 
Subject Preference Sheet. 
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PREFERENCE SHEETS .15{! 
PART I - Lessons 1-10 
Age Girl_Boy_ 
Section I - Tell how you feel about the English lessons we have just 
had by encircling tha. symbol which best shows your feeling. 
liked very much , D - disliked some LV -
L - liked some ., DV - disliked very much 
N - neither liked nor disliked 
Lesson I pages 3,4 LV L N D DV 
Lesson II pages 5-7 LV L N D DV 
Lesson III pages 7,8 LV L N D DV 
Lesson IV pages 9-11 LV L N D DV 
Lesson v page 12 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VI page 13 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VII pages 14-16 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VIII page 17 LV t N D DV 
Lesson IX page 18 LV L N D DV 
Lesson X page 20 LV L N D DV 
Section II - Here are ten things we have done. If you could have chosen 
the ones you wanted, which would you have picked? 
Put a 1 beside your first choice, a 2 beside your second 
choice, a 3 beside your third choice, and an x beside the 
one you dislike most. 
1. Talking about plans for the exhibit using the standards for dis-
cussion. 
2. Having committee meetings to work on the exhibit. 
3. Writing announcements for your exhibit. 
4. Picking out complete sen,tences. 
5. Writing sentences or a paragraph about your vacation. 
6. Giving a talk about your exhibit. · 
1. Making up endings for sentences that are not complete. 
8. Talking about books you have enjoyed. 
9. Picking out declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, and impera-
tive sentences. 
10. Making a language notebook. 
Section III - In each pair of choices circle the letter of the one 
you would most like to do. 
1. a. Having committee meetings to work on a vacation exhibit. 
b. Writing sentences or a paragraph ~bout your vacation. 
2. a. Talking about books you have enJoyed. 
b. Picking out declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative 
sentences. 
3. a. Making up endings for sentences that are not complete. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12 • 
b. Making a language notebook. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
a. 
b. 
. a. 
b. 
Writing sentences or a paragraph about your vacation. 
Picking out declarative, interrogativ~ exclamatory, imperative 
sentences. 
Making up endings for sentences that are not complete. 
Having committee meetings to work on a vacation exhibit. 
Picking out declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative 
sentences. 
Making a language notebook. 
Talking about book• you have enjoyed. 
Writing sentences or a paragraph about your vacation. 
Making a language notebook. 
Having committee meetings to work on a vacation exhibit. 
Making up endings for sentences.that are not complete. 
Talking about books you have enjoyed. 
Writing sentences or a paragraph about your vacation. 
Making a language notebook. 
Having committee meetings to work on a vacation exhibit. 
Talking about 'books you have enjoyed. 
Making up endings for sentences that are not complete. 
Picking out declarative, interrogative exclamatory, imperative 
sentences. 
13. a. Making a language notebook. 
b. Talking about books you have enjoyed. 
14. a. Writing sentences or a paragraph about your vacation. 
b. Making up endings for sentences that are not complete. 
15. a. Picking out declarative, interrogative, exclamatory, imperative 
sentences. 
~ b. Having committee meetings to work on a vacation exhibit. 
44 
PREFERENCE SHEETS 
PART II - Lessons 11-20 
45 
Age ___ _ Girl. ____ ~Boy ____ _ 
Section I - Tell how you feel about the English lessons we have just 
bad by encircling the symbol which best shows your feeling. 
LV - liked very much D - disliked some 
L - liked some . DV - disliked very much 
N - neither liked nor disliked 
Lesson I page 21 LV L N D DV 
Lesson II pages 22,23 LV L N D DV 
Lesson III pages 24,25 LV L N D DV 
Lesson IV pages 26,28 LV L N D DV 
Lesson V pages 27-31 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VI page 32 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VII page 33 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VIII pages 33,34 LV L N D DV 
Lesson IX pages 34,35 LV L N D DV 
Lesson X pages 36,37 LV L N D DV 
Section II - Here are ten things we have done. If you could have 
chosen the ones you wanted, which would you have picked? 
Put a 1 beside your first choice, a 2 beside your second 
choice, a 3 beside your third choice, and an x beside the 
one you dislike most. 
1. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
2. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
3. Picking out imperative sentences. 
4. Learning about principal parts of verbs. 
5. Listening to and talking about a poem. 
6. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
7. Reviewing the tour kinds of sentences. 
8. Writing labels and short paragraphs about the exhibit. 
9. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
10. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
Section III - In each pair of choices circle the letter of the one 
you would most like to do. 
1. a. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
b. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
2. a. Writing labels and short paragraphs about a vacation exhibit. 
b. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
3. a. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
b. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
4. a. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
b. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
5. a. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
b. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
6. a. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
b. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
7. a. Writing labels and short paragraphs about a vacation exhibit. 
b. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
8. a. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
b. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
9. a. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
b. Writing labels and short paragraphs about a vacation exhibit. 
10. a. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
b. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
11. a. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
b. Writing labels and short paragraphs about a vacation exhibit. 
12. a. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
b. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
13. a. Making up compound words that make interesting pictures. 
b. Writing labels and short paragraphs about a vacation exhibit. 
14. a. Making up sentences with homonyms. 
b. Writing a bibliography of favorite books. 
15. a. Writing sentences choosing the correct form of the verb. 
b. Giving book talks that follow standards which we made. 
.. 
• 
PREFERENCE' SHEETS 
PART III - Lessons 21-30 Age ___ _ Bo y: ___ Girl:_ __ 
Section I - Tell how you feel about the English lessons we have just 
had by encircling the symbol which best shows your feeling. 
LV - liked very mueh D - disliked some 
L - liked some DV - disliked very much 
N - neither liked nor disliked 
Lesson I pages 39,40 LV L lf D DV 
Lesson II pages 41-44 LV L N D DV 
Lesson III pages 45,46 LV L N D DV 
Lesson IV pages 47,48 LV L N D DV 
Lesson V pages 48,49 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VI pages 50,51 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VII page 52 LV L N D DV 
Lesson VIII page 53 LV L N D DV 
Lesson IX page 54 LV L N D DV 
Lesson X page 55 LV L N D DV 
Section II - Here are some things we have done. If you could have 
chosen the ones you wanted, which would you have picked? 
Put a 1 beside your first choice; a 2 beside your second 
choice; a 3 beside your third choice; an x beside the one 
you dislike the most. 
1. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
2. Testing yourself over the work we have done. 
3. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
4 •. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
5. Making plans for a study of our community. 
6. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
1. Adding to your language notebook. 
8. Learning about common nouns and using them in sentences. 
9. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
10. Making a list of proper nouns and comparing it with other 
peoples' lists • 
Section III - In each pair of choices circle the letter of the one 
you would most like to do. 4R 
1. a. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
b. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
2. a. Making plans for a study of our community. 
b. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
3. a. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
b. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
4. a. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
b. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
5. a. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
b. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
6. a. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
b. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
7. a. Making plans for a study of our community. 
b. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
8. a. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
b. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
9. a. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
b. Making plans for a study of our community. 
10. a. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
b. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
11. a. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
b. Making plans for a study of our community. 
12. a. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
b. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
13. a. Making up subject or predicate when one of them is given. 
b. Making plans for a study of our community. 
14. a. Using synonyms and antonyms in sentences. 
b. Reading the complete subjects or predicates of sentences. 
15. a. Having a group contest writing nouns. 
b. Choosing and discussing the work of committees. 
SUBJECT PREFERENCE SHEET 
Age. ___ _ Mark with an X- Girl_Boy_ 
Boys and girls, here is a chance for you to tell us some 
of the things you l!ke in school. 
DIRECTIONS: 
COLUMN I 
Choose your favorite 
subject. 
Put 1 before your first 
choice. 
Put 2 before your second 
choice. 
Put 3 before your third 
choice. 
Reading 
Arithmetic 
English 
Penmanship 
Spelling 
History 
Geography 
Art 
Music 
Science 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
L 
COLUMN II 
Put a circle around 
the letter which tells 
how you feel about each 
subject. 
L - I like it very much. 
N - I neither like nor 
dislike it. 
D - I dislike it very 
much. 
N D 
N D 
N D 
N D 
N D 
N D 
N D 
N. D 
N D 
N D 
i'lO 
I 1-j- e. ... i ..; / \ 
I 
\I 
I 
li 
I 
I 
\l p 
r 
.! 
I 
i 
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